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From TTAU




For the ETPA Office Director :

Reissuance of Cook Inlet GP for Oil and Gas - Teleconference for Tribes

R10 held an informational teleconference for Cook Inlet tribes on re-issuance of the NPDES General
Permit for Oil and Gas exploration activities in Cook Inlet, Alaska on Tuesday December 18. OW Project
Lead/ Permit writer Cindi Godsey led the call and Katherine Brown from TTAU facilitated . 9
representatives of 7 Cook Inlet tribal governments participated. Cindi gave an overview of the action and
the permit and answered questions. EPA plans to reissue only the exploration components of a NPDES
General Permit for federal waters, but to do so in conjunction with a state issuance of an APDES General
Permit for exploration discharges in state waters. The expired 2007 NPDES General Permit's discharge
limits for existing production facilities (all of which are in state waters) are still in litigation. Coverage for
existing production facilities that reapplied in a timely manner has been administratively extended . Future
issuance and administration of both exploration and existing production facility permits for state waters will
be by ADEC. Requests from tribal representatives on the call included :

- extending consultation period given American and traditional holidays that run through January ;

- having a joint EPA-tribal meeting and/or consultation at the Alaska Forum on the Environment;

- sharing Ocean Discharge Criteria report and ESA Biological Evaluation report promptly ;

- considering and incorporating changes in the Inlet and in endangered species since the last permit ;



- considering and incorporating fish consumption, including EPA's 2003 and Seldovia's 2012 data;

- considering and incorporating results of contaminant monitoring conducted since 2007;

- considering tribal fish consumption and the impacts of cuttings and fluids discharges carefully ;

- considering combined/ cumulative impacts of all discharges on tribal health;

- including sensitive areas (Port Graham and Nanwalek) from Coastal Zone Management Plan as areas
meriting special attention; and

- having another informational call after the draft permit is noticed .

OW Oil and Gas Sector lead Hanh Shaw has scheduled an internal call to discuss the permit reissuance ,
tribal consultation, and the tribes' requests Tuesday January 8. Katherine Brown and Tami Fordham from
TTAU will participate.

Sally will be in office Thursday (12/27) and Friday (12/28)
Tami Fordham is acting UM for December 20 and 21
JRis acting UM for December 24 and 26
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